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Competition EU Law Compliance & Confidentiality
 DON’T discuss the prices your company will charge customers

 DON’T discuss discounts, terms of condition of sales, warranty terms, profits or profit margins, market 
shares, bids or the intent to bid, rejection or termination of customers, market sales territories

 DON’T propose or discuss any proposal, in absence of specific legal guidance, that the Association 
sponsors or engage in any activity which may have the effect of producing an adverse economic 
impact on some competing companies

 PLEASE protect the integrity of the working groups and DON’T distribute any drafts or working documents, 
outside FEICA and its member organisations without prior consent

 DON’T use any audio, video, transcription, or AI tools to record in-person or virtual meetings. Only FEICA as 
organiser records and distributes the minutes of the meeting. Any recording is deleted after the meeting
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Proceedings
 FEICA post-event communications require a group picture, and organisations present will be tagged in 

social posts – In case you prefer not to be included in the picture and/or post, please feel free to inform us

 The presentation slides will be shared with all invitees after the event



A&S accelerate the transition to the 
circular economy across key 
consumer and industrial markets.

CIRCULAR ECONOMY

The A&S industry accelerates innovation 
in crucial sectors, contributing to the 

strategic autonomy of the EU.

INNOVATION & STRATEGIC AUTONOMY

The A&S industry is essential to Europe’s socio-economic development. 

POWERING SOCIO-ECONOMIC GROWTH

Adhesives & Sealants:
Enabling the EU’s Green and Competitive Future

Enabling Smart Redesign

Reducing Material Use

Unlocking Reuse

Supporting Recycling 

Enabling Repair

Enabling Innovations - EVs, electronics, solar 
panels, medical devices, and defence

Growth of the market forecast to 
reach € 21.4 billion by 2028

Annual R&D investments of € 500+ million

A highly skilled innovative workforce Enabling innovations that improve quality of life Contribution of €15 billion to the EU economy



Areas that involve the adhesive and sealant industry 

C

Construction & 
installation

Furniture Art, crafts & 
culture

Industrial applications Healthcare

C

Textiles, fashion 
& sports

Electronics

Agriculture & food 
production Transportation Defence
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Automotive Footwear/Leather GoodsFlexible Packaging

• Used in food and non-food 
packaging (e.g. pet food, 
tobacco, cosmetics, 
detergents)

• Enabling the combination of 
different materials while 
ensuring seal integrity, 
stability, and product 
protection

• Used to bond materials 
such as leather, PU, TPU, 
and rubber

• Providing essential 
technical properties like 
thermal resistance and 
hydrolysis resistance

• Used to bond dissimilar 
materials (e.g. metal to 
glass or plastic)

• Enabling lightweight 
construction while ensuring 
strength and durability

• E.g. windscreen bonding or 
structural reinforcement
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Construction AerospaceElectronics

• Used in the assembly of 
electronic devices such as 
mobile phones, computers, 
and household appliances

• Providing resistance to 
humidity, dust, and 
temperature

• A&S used to bond composite 
materials, metals, and 
honeycomb structures in 
aircraft manufacturing

• Reducing weight, maintaining 
high strength and durability, 
contributing to fuel efficiency 
and structural integrity

• Provide for insulation, vibration 
damping, and protection 
against extreme temperatures 
and pressure changes 

• Used to bond, insulate and 
seal in buildings and 
infrastructure

• Offering thermal and acoustic 
insulation, improving energy 
efficiency and comfort

• E.g. door and window 
insulation or floor bonding or 
sealing against water and air 
ingress
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Participant Introductions





What is REACH, and why does it matter to you?
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REACH = Registration, Evaluation, Authorisation and Restriction of Chemicals
It is the EU’s main chemical regulation, designed to:

• Protect human health and the environment
• Maintain competitiveness and innovation

Why it matters to you as a user:
• REACH affects the availability of substances and products
• It shapes product design, innovation, and compliance costs
• Your sector may need to reformulate, requalify or adapt if substances are 

restricted



2025: REACH Revision still not published
Green Deal is now the ‚Clean Industrial Deal‘

New EU Commission Objective: achieve Green Deal targets, increase attention 
to industrial policy, competitiveness and burden reduction 

However, we do not know any details yet 

Green Deal is now
„The Clean Industrial Deal“

2020 
-

2024
Feb. 2025 

Green Deal is now 
‚The Clean Industrial Deal‘
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Commission drafting & 
Interservice Consultation

European Parliament & Council of the EU formulate 
positions

EP & Council & 
Commission negotiate 
agreement (trilogues)

Commission 
publishes proposal 

to revise REACH 
(Q4 2025*)

EP & Council adopt 
positions on REACH 

revision (est. Q4 2026*) Institutions reach 
agreement on final 
text (est. Q3 2027*)

We are here

REACH adopted 
and enters into 
force (est. Q3 

2027*)

• Committee(s) assigned
• Rapporteur(s) and 

Shadows rapporteurs 
appointed

• Draft report discussed and 
adopted by committee(s) 
and plenary

• Decision to enter into 
trilogues

• Working Party assigned
• Political agreement in 

Coreper
• Council adopts general 

approach

* These dates are based on estimates and are subject to 
change depending on the length of the negotiations.

REACH revision: Timeline
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• Safety margin applied during 
risk assessment to reflect 
combined exposure to 
multiple substances 

• Reduces acceptable 
exposure levels for individual 
chemicals

Mixture Assessment 
Factor

• Registration could be 
required for certain polymers

• Creating new obligations in 
terms of testing, 
documentation, and 
compliance

Polymer 
Registration 

Requirements

• Hazard-based restrictions 
could be expanded

• This is an accelerated way to 
restrict chemicals or groups of 
chemicals

• Does not consider real 
exposure

Extension of the 
Generic Risk 
Approach

• Many substances cannot be 
used further in A&S

• Many products won’t be 
available for DIY applications

• Special polymers won’t be 
available in the market

What are the main potential elements of the revision?



Potential impacts on end-users
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Reduced availability of adhesives and sealants
• Withdrawal of specialised adhesives and sealants where reformulation is not 

technically or economically feasible
• High-risk sectors include aerospace, automotive, electronics, and energy, 

where adhesives must meet extreme performance requirements (e.g. heat 
resistance, vibration damping, or long-term durability)

Increased costs and disruption
• Reformulating products means requalification: testing, certification, 

compatibility checks – all requiring time and investment
• Changes in product properties (e.g. viscosity, curing time, flexibility) may 

disrupt application processes and require equipment adjustments



Potential impacts on end-users
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Delays in innovation and product launch
• Innovation cycles are slowed due to longer development and approval 

times for reformulated products
• Reduced flexibility to adapt quickly to market needs or regulatory changes

Loss of Customisation - Shift to Generic Alternatives
• Tailor-made formulations may disappear from the market because the cost 

of registering polymers outweighs the benefits or because of the additional 
safety measures

• Forcing end users to rely on generic, potentially less effective alternatives
 This can compromise performance, sustainability, or safety in sensitive 

applications (e.g. medical devices, EV batteries, repair technologies)



Potential impacts on end-users
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Administrative and Communication Burden
• Additional updates in labelling, documentation, and customer 

communication due to changes in CLP classification
• SMEs especially affected by increased regulatory and administrative 

workload

Market Uncertainty and Pre-emptive Switching
• Lack of clarity on which substances will be restricted causes premature 

product changes and stockpiling
• Leads to inefficiencies, confusion across the value chain, and potential 

supply bottlenecks



FEICA Recommendations on REACH Simplification

No MAF in a simplified REACH

No purely hazard-based restrictions; no extension of the GRA

No new blanket requirements for polymers

A comprehensive and effective regulatory roadmap

Proper enforcement to ensure a level playing field
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Standardised electronic formats for better data transfer



We’d like to hear from you

 Awareness
– Have you or your organisation followed the REACH revision process?
– Do you feel well-informed about what is coming?

 Perceived Impacts
– Do you expect changes to product availability, performance, or compliance 

requirements?
– Have you already experienced disruptions or reformulations?

 Ongoing Initiatives
– Are you already taking action (e.g. product reviews, substitutions, customer 

communication)?
– How do these align with FEICA’s concerns or recommendations?

 Support Needs
– What kind of support or guidance would help you most?
– Would continued collaboration (e.g. via this forum) be valuable?
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We invite you to:

 Share case studies
 Participate in political dialogues
 Provide feedback 
 Stay connected

Downstream Users of Chemicals Coordination group (DUCC) proposal for a 
shared industry letter
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Proposals for collaboration



1. Clear regulatory predictability through a regulatory 
roadmap

2. Effective and data-based regulatory decisions – not 
extending GRA and keeping regulatory measures 
targeted and considering sector-specific needs 

3. Combined exposure – avoiding simplistic assessments 
such as Mixture Allocation Factor (MAF) 

4. Focusing on polymers with known risks and no additional 
blanket registration obligations 

5. Strengthening enforcement by enhanced cooperation 
between the EU and Member States, plus ensuring 
measures are enforceable

6. Improving supply chain communication through 
increased digitalisation 

7. Gradual uptake of non-animal methods (NAMs) through 
a planned roadmap
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DUCC stakeholder letter



Contact FEICA

Paula Diaz
Senior Public & Regulatory Affairs Manager
 +32 2 896 96 03
p.diaz@feica.eu 
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