
EUROPEAN ADHESIVES AND SEALANTS MARKET REPORT – 2023-2028

EUROPEANEUROPEAN  ADHESIVESADHESIVES
AND SEALANTSAND SEALANTS  MARKETMARKET

2021 - 20262021 - 2026
A QUANTITATIVE DEMAND  A QUANTITATIVE DEMAND  

ANALYSIS AND TREND FORECASTANALYSIS AND TREND FORECAST

DESCRIPTION BROCHUREDESCRIPTION BROCHURE

EUROPEANEUROPEAN  ADHESIVESADHESIVES
AND SEALANTSAND SEALANTS    

MARKET MARKET REPORTREPORT
2023 - 20282023 - 2028

A QUANTITATIVE DEMAND  A QUANTITATIVE DEMAND  
ANALYSIS AND TREND FORECASTANALYSIS AND TREND FORECAST



Introduction
This report is the eighth edition of the market study programme entitled ‘The European Adhesives and 
Sealants Market’, prepared by Smithers on behalf of FEICA, the Association of the European Adhesive 
and Sealant Industry.

The first FEICA European market report was issued in 2005 and covered the period 2004-2007. In 
2008, the second edition was released covering the period 2007-2010. Due to the economic down-
turn in 2009, a concise update was issued in January 2010 to supplement the second report. Due to 
COVID-19, a seventh edition that included the impact of the pandemic on the EU market was commis-
sioned in 2021, covering the period 2021-2026. This eighth edition covers the period 2023-2028. 
With much disruption and uncertainty in the marketplace today, it is more important than ever to get an 
accurate picture of the market.

The aim of this programme is to provide market statistics from an independent source which are updat-
ed at regular intervals. The analysis is based on extensive desk and primary research. It consists of mar-
ket knowledge obtained by direct interviews from the adhesives and sealants industry (formulators, raw 
material producers and equipment suppliers), analysed by Smithers experts, and expertise checked by 
industry experts. The geographic scope of the study encompasses Europe, including Western Europe, 
Central and Eastern Europe (CEE) and Turkey. The European region is split into 5 regional markets, 
which are analysed by market segment and product category.

The study follows the harmonised FEICA-ASC-CATIA Adhesives and Sealants Classification Manual. 
Furthermore, the 300+ page report is structured in such a way as to facilitate international comparisons 
between Europe, NAFTA and the Asia-Pacific region. The markets of the latter two regions are analysed 
in separate companion reports offered by the Adhesive and Sealant Council (ASC).

The market size is defined for the year 2022 and a demand forecast for the period 2023-2028 is also 
provided. The statistical data are reported in tonnes and euro currency.

The facts set out in this publication are obtained from sources which we believe to be reliable. How-
ever, we accept no legal liability of any kind for the publication contents, for any information contained 
therein or for conclusions drawn by any party.

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or 
by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without the prior permis-
sion of the copyright owner.

FEICA/Smithers acknowledges product, service and company names referred to in this report, many of 
which are trade names, service marks, trademarks or registered trademarks.

THIS DOCUMENT IS FOR REFERENCE ONLY AND IS INTENDED TO PROVIDE PROSPECTIVE 
BUYERS AN IDEA OF THE ACTUAL CONTENTS OF THE FEICA MARKET REPORT.
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Overview
The European adhesives and sealants (A&S) market in 2022 was 4.8 million tonnes with a value of €19.9 billion. Adhesives 
accounted for 83.5% share of the total volume in 2022 and 74.7% share of the value. Estimated volume demand in 2023 
for adhesives & sealants will be lower at 4.6 million tonnes, although market value will remain roughly equal at €19.9 
billion. 

The combined demand for adhesives and sealants in Europe is forecast to see a small increase in volume between 2021 
and 2028 of 1.3% CAGR. Volume demand in 2028 is forecast at 5.3 million tonnes, and a growth in value over the report-
ing period of 2.0% CAGR will result in a market of €21.4 billion. Although sealants have a smaller share of the European 
A&S market, their demand is forecast to grow at a slightly faster rate in volume than adhesives between 2023 and 2028. 

FIGURE E.1   Europe adhesives & sealants market in 2022 (‘000 tonnes and € million)
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Source: Smithers

Demand for adhesives and sealants started to recover in 2021 from the depressed market of 2020. However, growth start-
ed to slow in 2022 as regional and global economies suffered from the effects of continuing high material costs, supply 
chain disruptions, and escalating energy costs resulting from the Russian invasion of Ukraine. These factors pushed up infla-
tion levels, slowing consumer and business spending and putting many investment decisions on hold. Sales of adhesives 
and sealants in 2022 were also affected by destocking of high inventory levels built up in 2021 as a hedge against longer 
delivery schedules, occasional shortages, and ever-increasing prices.

Inflation rates have been slow to fall in 2023 in many European countries and the European Central Bank and central banks 
in non-EU countries continued to hike interest rates to try and bring them under control. The higher bank rates have been 
passed on to consumers in the form of higher mortgage and credit interest rates, reducing disposable income levels for 
many households. High bank interest and mortgage rates are expected to be in place into 2024 and continue to dampen 
economic growth. 

Adhesive trends
Adhesives based on polymer dispersions & emulsions are the largest product group used in Europe with over 45% share 
of volume demand in 2022. Reactive (polymerising) adhesives account for 19.5% of volume demand in this same year 
and hot-melt adhesives had a share of around 15.6%. Solvent-based adhesive demand is forecast to decline up to 2028 
as end-users switch to more environment-friendly types, albeit at a slow rate since their high-performance properties will 
continue to be required for specialist applications over the next five years.
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Reactive adhesives have been least affected by the economic downturn in 2022 and 2023 and are forecast to exhibit the 
fastest growth rate in the five years up to 2028. This growth comes from an increased demand from high-performance 
applications, such as the growing use of adhesives to replace mechanical fastenings in assembly operations. Adhesives 
based on natural polymers are also forecast to see strong growth from 2021 to 2028 due to an increased demand for 
sustainable materials.

FIGURE E.2   Europe adhesives demand by product category, 2021-2028 (’000 tonnes)
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FIGURE E.3   Europe adhesives demand by product category, 2021-2028 (€ million)
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