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Check out our industry's product and service innovations, as well as
new business developments, at the FEICA Online EXPO

FEICA now provides raw material suppliers and service providers of
the adhesives and sealants industry the opportunity to connect with
industry stakeholders in order to showcase their product innovations.
These can be viewed via the FEICA Online EXPO on the FEICA
conference website here: 

CONNECT
I S S U E  4 5 A U G U S T  2 0 2 1
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O N L I N E  E X P O  L A U N C H E D

The FEICA Online EXPO

If you want to become an exhibitor, please contact
marion.kraemer@feica-conferences.com. 

Check out the newest solutions for our rapidly changing industry
now. The FEICA Online EXPO will be available and updated
throughout 2021 and 2022, until the start of the FEICA 2022
Conference and EXPO, which will take place in Hamburg, Germany. 

© C A N V A

© C A N V A

www.feica-conferences.com/online-expo

T h i s  p l a t f o r m  i s  i d e a l  f o r  f o r g i n g  n e w
c o m m e r c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w h i l s t  l e a r n i n g
a b o u t  t h e  l a t e s t  t r e n d s  i n  o u r  i n d u s t r y .

https://www.feica-conferences.com/exhibit-advertise/
mailto:marion.kraemer@feica-conferences.com
http://www.feica-conferences.com/online-expo
https://www.feica-conferences.com/online-expo/
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Gold sponsor

SAVE THE DATE FOR FEICA 2022!
50 years FEICA
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Check out the programme!

FEICA is pleased to invite adhesives and sealants producers to its first Suppliers’ Day, which will take place
online on Wednesday 8 September 2021.

The virtual Suppliers’ Day will offer a broad programme with speakers presenting on polyolefin hotmelts, SMP
and silicone sealants, solvent- and water-based adhesives, PU adhesives and sealants, manufacturing
processes and business innovations. It is a great opportunity for industry experts, R & D staff and procurement
managers at adhesive and sealant producing companies to discover the latest product innovations and
technologies through a series of video presentations, while the interactive event platform will facilitate
networking with both speakers and other event participants.

The event is free-of-charge for FEICA Members and member companies of our National Associations. The fee
for non-members is EUR 100. Please note that registration is mandatory for all participants. 

Browse the full version of the FEICA Suppliers' Day PROGRAMME via feica.events.idloom.com/suppliers-day. 
We are looking forward to welcoming you on 8 September!

For sponsorship information, please contact: marion.kraemer@feica-conferences.com

continued on next pagePage 3
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PROGRAMME

Morning session:

8.30 - 8.55: New Shell GTL Waxes of SX90 and SX110 in Hotmelt Adhesives Applications
by Dr Kay Kian Hee, Shell MDS (Malaysia) Sdn. Bhd.

9.00 - 9.25: Hybrid Polymer Sealants – Minerals for Performance Enhancement
by Ms Shamila Grigorieff, Imerys Performance Minerals

9.30 - 9.55: Development of New EVA and EBA Grades for Hotmelt Adhesives, Improving Performance and 
Sustainability
by Ms Inmaculada Campoy  and Mr Luis Méndez, Repsol Technology Lab

10.00 - 10.25: Unique Radiation-Curable Styrenic Block Copolymer for High Performance Adhesives
by Ms Martine Dupont, Kraton Polymers Belgium (Subsidiary of Kraton Corporation)

10.30 - 10.55: Elastomers for Adhesive Applications - Pushing Viscosity Limits with Baypren® 360VP
by Dr Martin Schneider, ARLANXEO Deutschland GmbH

11.00 - 11.25: Advanced Dissolver-Technology for the Efficient Production of Adhesives
by Mr Dominik Kastl, NETZSCH Feinmahltechnik GmbH

11.30 - 11.55: Innovative Solution for the Precise Dosing of Polymers in the Continuous Mixing of Sealants and 
Adhesives 
by Mr Michael Schwab, UTH GmbH

https://secured.emailr.com/click.aspx?uid=d53009ba-0df1-4ef8-8f4e-acc91794397e&fw=eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCJ9.eyJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2ZlaWNhLmV2ZW50cy5pZGxvb20uY29tL3N1cHBsaWVycy1kYXkiLCJpYXQiOjE2MjcyODI4MzF9.VL901bvmRHc8YlaVIMrzFkpY02BOW7-QpoYZghJvZAA
https://feica.events.idloom.com/suppliers-day/pages/programme
https://feica.events.idloom.com/suppliers-day
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 Afternoon session:

13.00 - 13.25: En Route Towards Carbon Neutrality: The Three Aspects of Addressing Sustainability Through
Our Product Development   
by Mr Christophe Hein, Totalenergies Fluids

13.30 - 13.55: New Label-Free Light and Heat Stabiliser Solution Delivering Superior Performance for Silyl-
Modified Polymer (SMP) Sealants
by Mr Jean-Yves Desrats, Clariant International Ltd and Mr Christopher Dobbins, Omya International AG

14.00 - 14.25: Modifying Urethane Adhesives & Sealants for Leading-Edge Performance
by Mr Kyle Posselt, Emerald Kalama Chemical

14.30 - 14.55: Sustainable Solutions for Adhesives
by Mr James Ruben, Lubrizol Engineered Polymers EMEAI

15.00 - 15.25: A Novel Way of Looking at Polyamide Waxes: Sustainable, High Performance, Versatile
Rheology Modifiers for Reactive Systems
by Ms Orlane Bouzard, Arkema

15.30 - 15.55: Rheological Characterization of Water-Based Tile Adhesives
by Dr Catherine Corfias-Zuccalli, COATEX (Arkema Group)

16.00 - 16.25: KRAHN Chemie‘s Brainstroming Customer Workshops - Meeting Sustainability Targets of the
Future
by Mr Thorben Liebrecht, KRAHN Chemie Deutschland GmbH

Read all abstracts here

https://feica.events.idloom.com/suppliers-day/register
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https://feica.events.idloom.com/suppliers-day/pages/programme
https://feica.events.idloom.com/suppliers-day/pages/programme
https://feica.events.idloom.com/suppliers-day/pages/programme
https://feica.events.idloom.com/suppliers-day/pages/programme
https://feica.events.idloom.com/suppliers-day/pages/programme
https://feica.events.idloom.com/suppliers-day/pages/programme
https://feica.events.idloom.com/suppliers-day/pages/programme
https://feica.events.idloom.com/suppliers-day/pages/programme
https://feica.events.idloom.com/suppliers-day/pages/programme
https://feica.events.idloom.com/suppliers-day/pages/programme
https://feica.events.idloom.com/suppliers-day/pages/programme
https://feica.events.idloom.com/suppliers-day/pages/programme
https://feica.events.idloom.com/suppliers-day/pages/programme
https://feica.events.idloom.com/suppliers-day/pages/programme
https://feica.events.idloom.com/suppliers-day/pages/programme
https://feica.events.idloom.com/suppliers-day/pages/programme
https://feica.events.idloom.com/suppliers-day/pages/programme
https://feica.events.idloom.com/suppliers-day/pages/programme
https://feica.events.idloom.com/suppliers-day/pages/programme
https://feica.events.idloom.com/suppliers-day/pages/programme


New Shell GTL Waxes of SX90 and SX110 in Hotmelt Adhesives
Applications
by Dr Kay Kian Hee, Product Innovation & Technical Manager,
Shell MDS (Malaysia) Sdn. Bhd.

Recent innovations by Shell have led to the introduction of two
new GTL wax products to their product portfolio. Shell GTL Sarawax
SX90 is a unique narrow cut GTL hard wax, and Shell GTL Sarawax
SX110 is the highest melting GTL hard wax available. The study
investigates the performance of these novel waxes in Hotmelt
Adhesive (HMA) formulations with a metallocene-type base
polymer. The results show clear advantages for both waxes
compared to currently available options, offering greater control
over open/setting times and excellent heat resistance. 

New Label-Free Light and Heat Stabiliser Solution Delivering
Superior Performance for Silyl-Modified Polymer (SMP) Sealants
by Mr Jean-Yves Desrats, Global Technical Segment Manager,
Performance Additives Coatings, Clariant International Ltd and Mr
Christopher Dobbins, Application Manager, Adhesives & Sealants,
Omya International AG

Modified silane sealants and adhesives are the fastest growing
technology since they combine the advantages of polyurethanes
and silicones while cancelling out their disadvantages. Current
light and heat stabilisation solutions are under the microscope from
the regulatory authorities, resulting in reclassification due to
increased hazards. In addition, these standard solutions tend to
cause yellowing and do not provide sufficient service life for the
sealants. To address these challenges, Clariant and Omya have
developed the latest generation of a light and heat stabiliser
solution to outperform today’s industry standards. Their
presentation will address the three main areas of improvement,
specifically for SMP sealants, and introduce new strategies to
avoid labelling, reduce yellowing and improve durability.
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A sample of some of the presentations at the FEICA virtual Suppliers' Day:

© C A N V A

©FEICA

©CANVA

© C A N V A

Sustainable Solutions for Adhesives
by Mr James Ruben, Marketing Manager for Hotmelt Adhesives,
Lubrizol Engineered Polymers EMEAI

Lubrizol is committed to environmentally responsible and
sustainable solutions for its customers, employees, and
communities. It is part of everything the company does. Lubrizol
Engineered Polymers started early on developing a variety of
customer-oriented, sustainable developments for use in adhesives.
These sustainable solutions are available to formulators active in
the field of Hotmelt Adhesive technologies. Customers have the
choice between a series of bio-based commercial thermoplastic
polyurethane (TPU) options that have grown in number over the
years. Comparative LCA information has been collected and will
be provided during this presentation.
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F E I C A  W E B I N A R  O N  T H E  U P C O M I N G
R E G I S T R A T I O N  O F  P O L Y M E R S

• The REACH Regulation will be amended to extend
the registration requirements to polymers, among
other things

• The use of polymers within the adhesives and
sealants industry is very widespread. Polymers are the
chemicals which enable adhesives and sealants to
work

• Customisation of the polymers included in
adhesives and sealants often results in a large
number of new polymer species, often with a short
life cycle

• Customisation is required in order to fulfil technical
feasibility and customer requirements as well as
regulatory needs

• Many companies customising polymers currently
acting as downstream users (DUs) under REACH
legislation may become potential polymer registrants

• An easy and straightforward registration process
should be ensured to allow the flexibility needed to
adapt polymers to market needs on short notice
• Exemptions, the possibility to group similar polymers,
and volume cut-offs would help mitigate the impact
of registration on downstream users

• For more information and FEICA papers related to
Polymers Requiring Registration (PRR), please see
www.feica.eu.

On 23 June 2021, FEICA held a webinar on the upcoming registration of polymers. See the key takeaways
below. 

The presentation slides are available from
the FEICA information center.

Paula Diaz, FEICA Regulatory Affairs Manager,
contributed an article on the REACH Restriction
Concerning the Use of Diisocyanates to the
International Chemical Regulatory and Law
Review (ICRL Issue 2/2021). 

The article addresses the requirements established
by the diisocyanates restriction and is available
from the Information center at www.feica.eu.

FEICA Regulatory Affairs Manager, Paula Diaz, has been invited again to speak at a 3-day Chemical Watch
conference, which takes place from 12 to 14 October 2021. Paula's presentation will be titled 'Regulating
polymers: an update and downstream users’ perspective' and will take place on day two of the event.

More information on the event is available from events.chemicalwatch.com

F E I C A  P R E S E N T A T I O N  A T  C H E M I C A L
W A T C H  E V E N T  ' K E Y  R E G U L A T O R Y  U P D A T E S :
E U R O P E ,  A S I A  A N D  T H E  A M E R I C A S '

13 Oct
2021

https://events.chemicalwatch.com/270749/key-regulatory-updates-europe-asia-and-the-americas/programme/?dayID=299622
https://www.feica.eu/information-center/all-information-centre/preview/1214/reach-restriction-concerning-use-diisocyanates?id=666b5d2d-9e08-48ff-a41d-8ca38358f538&filename=ICRL_2021_02-007.pdf
https://www.feica.eu/our-priorities/reach/polymers-requiring-registration
https://www.feica.eu/information-center/all-information-centre/preview/1214/feica-webinar-upcoming-registration-polymers?id=650984c7-b51a-424d-afb0-7de1368be9aa&filename=FEICA+webinar+on+the+upcoming+registration+of+polymers.pdf
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www.feica.eu/PUinfo

For more information regarding PU
training, please also check out FEICA's
dedicated webpage here:

©Shutterstock 

©Shutterstock ©Shutterstock 

T H E E U R E G U L A T I O N O N D I I S O C Y A N A T E S
On 4 August 2020, a new regulation on diisocyanates was adopted by the European authorities under REACH, 
targeting respiratory and dermal sensitisation potentially caused by diisocyanates. The restriction requires training 
prior to use for diisocyanates and came into force on 24 August 2020. After a three-year transition phase, by 24 
August 2023, all users of PU products should be trained and certified.

The new restriction is targeted at avoiding unsafe handling of diisocyanates, not at restricting product 
availability. Because of their unique properties in many applications, PU adhesives and sealants will remain 
widely available. PU adhesives and sealants are used in a wide variety of applications in many industries 
such as in construction, packaging, automotive, furniture, engineering, marine and transportation. As is the 
case with any substance, diisocyanates’ use is safe when chemicals are handled according to 
relevant risk management and safety measures. Diisocyanates are versatile and innovative and are used 
only as reactive chemicals; they react with the polyol to form the PU product and are used up during the 
reaction. 

Following the adoption of the regulation, FEICA's PU Restriction Technical Working Group (TWG) created a leaflet 
titled 'A safe future for polyurethane products'. In support of our National Association Members, the leaflet has 
been made available in various languages. 

An updated leaflet titled 'A safe future for polyurethane products (version 2)' is now available in English via 
https://www.feica.eu/our-priorities/safe-use-diisocyanates. This updated version will also be available as of the 
end of August 2021 in all the other languages featured on our website. The leaflet answers many frequently 
asked questions on the safe use of polyurethane products.

P U T R A I N I N G
'As of 24 August 2023, training will be required for all professional and industrial users of
products with a total monomeric diisocyanate concentration of > 0.1%'.

Together with ISOPA and ALIPA, the diisocyanate manufacturers’ industry associations, FEICA is preparing 
training material for use by adhesive and sealant producers and users. 

The training material is expected to be made available as of February 2022, early enough for all users of PU 
products to be trained and certified by 24 August 2023.  The legal requirements should appear on packaging 
as of 24 February 2022. More information is available via https://www.feica.eu/our-priorities/safe-use-
diisocyanates. 

©Shutterstock 

https://www.feica.eu/our-priorities/safe-use-diisocyanates
www.feica.eu/PUinfo
https://www.feica.eu/our-priorities/safe-use-diisocyanates
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Under the Chemical Strategy for Sustainability, the Commission plans to put a system in place that covers the
combination effects of unintentional chemical mixtures. Because of the complexity linked to regulating an
almost infinite number of possible combinations of chemicals, the concept of a Mixture Assessment Factor
(MAF) was launched. 

Adhesives and sealants products typically are already covered for their various uses under REACH in the
chemical safety assessment, which already comprises various safety factors. With an additional general and
not science-based factor like MAF, many of the ingredients may no longer be available for our products. This
in turn may result at least in additional testing, higher tier calculations and, in many cases, the ban of single
substances even in adhesives and sealants that have been used safely for decades.

Find out more details about the MAF concept and the consequences in the FEICA leaflet available from the
FEICA information centre via www.feica.eu.

M I X T U R E  A S S E S S M E N T  F A C T O R  ( M A F )  E X P L A I N E D
FEICA produces leaflet to explain the MAF concept and consequences 

©Shutterstock 

©Shutterstock 

FEICA supports efforts to improve products
sustainability, resource efficiency and circularity.
Adhesives and sealants perform critical functions to
transition towards a carbon neutral and circular
economy in key applications such as those in
renewables, electronics, construction, the
automotive sector, and packaging. 

Adhesives and sealants enable durability, recycling,
CO2 reduction, repairability, upgradability and
material efficiency.

The industry is committed to support the continuous
improvement of the chemical and product policy
frameworks to enable innovations and societal
progress. This paper highlights some key features
that are needed for more efficient, pragmatic, and
impactful chemicals legislation.

F E I C A ' S  F I V E  G U I D I N G  P R I N C I P L E S  I N  S U P P O R T
O F  A  S U C C E S S F U L  E U R O P E A N  G R E E N  D E A L

FEICA has therefore published some key features that are needed for more efficient, and impactful chemicals
legislation in Five Guiding Principles in support of a successful European Green deal. www.feica.eu.

https://www.feica.eu/information-center/all-information-centre/preview/1214/five-guiding-principles-support-successful-european-green-deal?id=037118c0-a3f2-4891-8171-4be515ce85c8&filename=FMI-EX-K07-040_Five_Guiding_Principles_supporting_GD.pdf
https://www.plantbasedsummit.com/session/58bd9b96-0ec9-eb11-94b3-000d3a219024
https://www.plantbasedsummit.com/session/58bd9b96-0ec9-eb11-94b3-000d3a219024
https://www.plantbasedsummit.com/session/58bd9b96-0ec9-eb11-94b3-000d3a219024
https://www.plantbasedsummit.com/session/58bd9b96-0ec9-eb11-94b3-000d3a219024
https://www.feica.eu/information-center/all-information-centre/preview/1214/mixture-assessment-factor-explained?id=b8a7a469-a6c9-49a6-8cc2-59f76f39221e&filename=MixtureAssessmentFactor_explained.pdf
https://www.plantbasedsummit.com/session/58bd9b96-0ec9-eb11-94b3-000d3a219024
https://events.chemicalwatch.com/270749/key-regulatory-updates-europe-asia-and-the-americas/programme/?dayID=299622
https://www.feica.eu/information-center/all-information-centre/preview/1214/five-guiding-principles-support-successful-european-green-deal?id=037118c0-a3f2-4891-8171-4be515ce85c8&filename=FMI-EX-K07-040_Five_Guiding_Principles_supporting_GD.pdf
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I N T E R V I E W W I T H F E I C A P R E S I D E N T ,
R O L A N D  A L B E R S

CONNECT: You’ve been President since September
2019 – what are your thoughts now about FEICA? 

RA: Shortly after I started, FEICA Secretary General,
Philip Bruce, announced that he would retire. So, a
first challenge was to appoint his replacement. It
was essential to find someone with the knowledge,
skills and personal qualities to secure a healthy future
for the organisation. I’m really pleased that we
selected Kristel Ons. She has done a great job of
motivating the FEICA team and accelerating the
evolution of FEICA to meet the challenges our
industry faces and exploit the opportunities for
further success.

Then COVID came along. This made things difficult;
FEICA staff and its teams are used to getting
together F2F to collaborate and solve problems.
Particularly in regulatory affairs and advocacy,
communication and collaboration are extremely
important. The team has adapted well to remote
working and has continued to be extremely
productive.

Creating an industry networking platform – the third
pillar of the strategy – is of course much more
difficult in a lockdown situation. We derive a great
deal of mutual benefit from visiting NAMs and other
partners. Also, the Conference – our biggest event –
has had to be cancelled two years in succession.
So, a huge question for us was, how do we support
people in this situation?  A key part of the solution
was to put in place a series of very professional and
informative webinars. A whole series has been
planned, and the webinars have regularly attracted
several hundred attendees.

Sustainability and the circular economy – the
second pillar of our strategy - are of course of
paramount importance. We went to a lot of trouble
to get the right people involved in the various
groups engaged in these activities. We want to
show the world that our industry is not just about
'gluing and sealing', but also about enabling a
sustainable future. We have had a lot of great
support from members to amplify this message, and
we are very grateful for this. 

'Public affairs and advocacy are the first pillar in
FEICA's strategy'

Last, but not least, public affairs and advocacy are
the first pillar in FEICA's strategy. We need to raise
awareness of what adhesives and sealants can do
and how they can contribute to a sustainable future
and the circular economy. I feel that as one of the
large companies, Bostik should support the activities
of FEICA and other relevant associations, so I was
keen to contribute and take up a role in FEICA.

Roland Albers, Senior Vice President, Strategy and Business Development in Bostik’s Global Construction and
Consumer Business Unit, became President of FEICA in September 2019. CONNECT was keen to get his thoughts
on the role and the status of FEICA after 18 months that have been quite tumultuous from a global perspective.

The work FEICA does is very important, not only to
Direct Company Members (DCMs), but also to the
National Association Members (NAMs), Small and
Medium enterprises (SMEs), raw materials suppliers,
etc. It’s important that everyone gets a share of the
time and effort of FEICA’s work. I quickly noticed
that the FEICA organisation is very professional and
well organised and works hard to benefit all
stakeholders. The success of these efforts is reflected
in comments from attendees at the Conference
and webinars and stakeholders in the authorities we
engage with. 

Activities such as the Conference, webinars and
engagement with sister organisations and the
authorities support the fourth pillar in FEICA’s
strategy, 'Market and sector knowledge'.

Guido Cami, FEICA Vice-President (left) and Roland Albers, FEICA
President (right) at the FEICA 2019 Conference and EXPO (FEICA
2019) in Dubrovnik

©FEICA

continued on next page

'The FEICA organisation is very
professional and well organised and
works hard to benefit all stakeholders'
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CONNECT: How do you see the role and
responsibilities of the President?

CONNECT: FEICA’s strategy has evolved over the
years and has sharpened its focus on sustainability,
the circular economy, advocacy and regulatory
affairs. What’s your view on the critical success factors
in these areas?

Working with the FEICA Treasurer, Eric Dehasque,
Head North Europe, Sika; and Vice President,
Guido Cami, President of AVISA, to ensure our
financial objectives are being met

Progressing our advocacy programme, which
we hope will also help grow the organisation

Ensuring we are able to proactively engage with
the authorities and other interested parties on
regulatory issues, which are becoming more
important

Support the constitution and the FEICA team in
Brussels. We are very lucky to have a great team
located in the heart of Brussels who are experts in
their field and passionate about the organisation

RA: I believe these are two-fold. The President is
responsible for the long-term vision and ensuring we
have a sustainable roadmap for the successful
development of FEICA. This is being addressed and
enthusiastically supported by the great team we
have. Also, the President needs to work with the
team to ensure the right steps are being taken day-
by-day to make progress in delivering the vision. This
includes:

RA: We need the right team in place, and we have
worked hard to ensure we have outstanding people
developing our roadmaps in these key areas. We
need to test the strategy on a regular basis, measure
progress and adjust strategy where necessary. 

The FEICA European Technical Board is doing an
excellent job of tracking issues and the activities we
are taking to address them. 

We have great support from FEICA members in the
Technical Working Groups and Technical Task Forces
and together they are helping to raise awareness
externally of the issues and the contribution of the
adhesive and sealant industry to the solutions. 

We want to continue extending these teams and
anyone in member companies interested in
contributing to the groups is welcome to contact
FEICA at info@feica.eu to find out how they can help.

continued on next page

©FEICA

©FEICA

F E I C A  I N  N U M B E R S

Finally, from a personal point of view, I am
committed to doing what is needed to contribute
to the success of FEICA, and thereby the success
of the adhesives and sealants industry. I also firmly
believe that members should take responsibility
and do more than just listen

mailto:info@feica.eu
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CONNECT: How do you view the importance of
regulatory affairs and advocacy?

CONNECT: Since you became President, several
phenomena have had an impact on the industry and
theway it works: Brexit and COVID. What are your
thoughts on these?RA: They are of critical importance. We have

adapted the organisation to place greater
emphasis on these activities. The world is becoming
more transparent, and it is important that we are
proactive in meeting this challenge. We also need
to reach out to decision-makers in Brussels to offer
our expertise in formulating solutions for a
sustainable, circular economy. We have started to
do this, and it will become more important in the
future.

CONNECT: The regulatory landscape is leading to an
increased workload for the FEICA team and
company contributors. How do you see this evolving
and what more can be done to ensure FEICA
remains proactive rather than reactive?

RA: We have grown the team to help meet the
demand. In addition, we need to raise awareness of
FEICA and thereby awareness of the adhesive and
sealant industry, positioning it as an enabler of the
circular economy. 

The more we are in the picture, the more adhesives
and sealants are in the picture. Our webinars and
social media campaigns are proving very successful
here. We need to show people that adhesives and
sealants are everywhere, in myriad everyday
products. We also need to explain what they do
and highlight their benefits for sustainability and the
circular economy.

RA: I don’t think Brexit is such a difficult issue. We just
have to recognise that the UK is still a business partner
and put in place the necessary procedures and
agreements to support each other. Of course, it will
involve some additional administration, but we just
need to implement the procedures and get back on
track again.

In a way, it’s the same for COVID. Naturally, there has
been a shift to working from home, Zoom meetings
and minimum business travel. I’m sure some of this
way of working will persist after COVID. Then, we need
to work out what is efficient and what is valuable
when it comes to how we work and collaborate in the
future. For example, there are occasions when we do
need to travel to meet people, collaborate and learn
from each other. However, there will be many times
when we can maintain the working practices honed
during COVID. I believe this can ultimately lead to a
better work / life balance.

For us, the most important thing is that members and
key stakeholders work together to make FEICA very
dynamic and keep it on track to help deliver a
sustainable future and achieve recognition that
adhesives and sealants are an unmissable part of our
daily lives.

CONNECT: What are your immediate hopes and
message for FEICA members?

RA: People are resilient and will always find solutions.
We shouldn’t overcomplicate things; keep it simple.

Also, keep on loving and caring for each other and
never give up; there’s always light at the end of the
tunnel. 

Finally, I am really looking forward to
meeting old acquaintances and
making new ones in Hamburg,
Germany, at the 2022 FEICA
Conference and EXPO, where FEICA
will celebrate its 50th anniversary!

Roland Albers, born in 1968 in The Netherlands, is a long-
time contributor to adhesives and sealants associations,
having joined the Dutch association (VLK) in 2005. During
career placements in Belgium and then Germany, he was
active in the Belgian association (DETIC) and German
association (IVK) respectively. In 2013 he joined FEICA as
Chair of the European Business Board. 

During his career at Bostik, Roland has held numerous
positions in business and marketing in Europe, managing
subsidiaries in The Netherlands, Belgium, Germany, France
and the United Kingdom.

In 2010 he became a member of the division committee of
Bostik, where he held the position of Strategic Marketing
Director and Senior Vice President Europe till 2016.

Since 2016, he has held various positions in the Global
Construction and Consumer Business Unit, where he is
currently Senior Vice President, Strategy and Business
Development.
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In every issue of CONNECT, we introduce two or three members of FEICA.  Here, they 
 share, in their own words, interesting insights into their company in 'five fascinating facts'.

In this issue, we present Bostik and SIKA. 

M E M B E R  P O R T R A I T
Content by Bostik 

B o s t i k ,  t h e  a d h e s i v e s  d i v i s i o n  o f  A r k e m a :  B e i n g  p a r t  o f  a  w o r l d  l e a d i n g  c h e m i c a l  p l a y e r  i s  a n
e s s e n t i a l  c o m p o n e n t  o f  h o w  w e  c r e a t e  a d h e s i v e s ,  f r o m  f u n d a m e n t a l  r e s e a r c h  t o
s p e c i f i c a t i o n  o f  e n d - u s e r  a p p l i c a t i o n s :  w e  a r e  s p e c i a l t y  m a t e r i a l s  e n a b l e r s ,  d e s i g n e r s  o f
c u t t i n g - e d g e  a d h e s i v e  s o l u t i o n s  f i t  f o r  a l l  s i t u a t i o n s ,  f r o m  m o s t  i n n o c u o u s  t o  m o s t
e x c e p t i o n a l .  T h a n k s  t o  o u r  e x p e r t i s e  i n  a l l  t y p e s  a d h e s i v e  t e c h n o l o g i e s ,  o u r  f o u r  d i v i s i o n s
( c o n s t r u c t i o n  &  c o n s u m e r ;  d u r a b l e  g o o d s ;  a d v a n c e d  p a c k a g i n g ;  n o n - w o v e n )  c o v e r  a  b r o a d
r a n g e  o f  a p p l i c a t i o n s  a n d  p r o v i d e  c u s t o m e r s  f r o m  a l l  s e c t o r s  w i t h  t a i l o r e d  s o l u t i o n s  t o  t h e i r
n e e d s .  F i n a l l y ,  b y  b e i n g  p r e s e n t  i n  5 0  c o u n t r i e s  o n  a l l  c o n t i n e n t s ,  w e  p r o v i d e  o u r  c l i e n t s  w i t h
t h e  p e r f e c t  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  l o c a l  p r o x i m i t y ,  a n d  g l o b a l  e x p e r t i s e .  

I n n o v a t i o n :  I n n o v a t i o n  i s  o f  c o u r s e  a n  e s s e n t i a l  p a r t  o f  w h a t  w e  d o  t o  e n s u r e  o u r  c u s t o m e r s
b e n e f i t  f r o m  t h e  m o s t  u p - t o - d a t e  a n d  e f f i c i e n t  t e c h n o l o g i e s .  B y  i n t e r a c t i n g  w i t h  o u r
c o l l e a g u e s  a t  A r k e m a  w h o  d e s i g n  t o m o r r o w ’ s  s p e c i a l t y  m a t e r i a l s ,  a n d  o f  c o u r s e  w i t h  o u r
m a r k e t s  a n d  c u s t o m e r s  w h o  l e a d  t h e  w a y ,  w e  m a n a g e  t o  s t a y  o n e  s t e p  a h e a d  o f  t h e  c u r v e
a n d  c r e a t e  p i o n e e r i n g  a d h e s i v e  s o l u t i o n s  t h a t  a n t i c i p a t e  o u r  c l i e n t s ’  c h a l l e n g e s .  A m o n g
o t h e r  t h i n g s  w e  h a v e  d e v e l o p e d  a  m o d e l l i n g  e x p e r t i s e  t h a t  a l l o w s  u s  t o  g o  f u r t h e r  i n  t h e
s i m u l a t i o n  o f  o u r  s o l u t i o n s ’  p r o p e r t i e s ,  a n d  i m p r o v e  b o t h  o u r  p r o c e s s e s  a n d  o u r  a p p l i c a t i o n s .
W e  a l s o  s h a r e  w i t h  t h e  G r o u p  a  c u l t u r e  o f  f u n d a m e n t a l  r e s e a r c h  a n d  f r e e  e x p l o r a t i o n :  f r o m
M - r e s i n  r e c l o s i n g  a d h e s i v e  f o r  l i d d i n g  f i l m s  t o  r e v e r s i b l e  a d h e s i v e  f i l m s ,  f r o m  s t r u c t u r a l
c y a n o a c r y l a t e s  t o  c r a c k l e s s ,  c u r e - l i g h t  “ F i x  &  F l a s h ”  t e c h n o l o g y ,  w e  a r e  i n  t h e  h a b i t  o f
c r e a t i n g  a d h e s i v e  s o l u t i o n s  t h a t  o t h e r s  t h o u g h t  w e r e  i m p o s s i b l e ,  o r  w h i c h  h a d  n o t  e v e n
c r o s s e d  t h e i r  m i n d s .

S u s t a i n a b i l i t y :  W e  p u t  t h e s e  i n n o v a t i o n  c a p a b i l i t i e s  a t  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  a d h e s i v e  s o l u t i o n s  t h a t
h e l p  c r e a t e  a  m o r e  s u s t a i n a b l e  w o r l d .  W e  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  c a r r y i n g  o u t  a  l i f e - c y c l e  a n a l y s i s  o f
a l l  o u r  s o l u t i o n s ,  w i t h  t h e  a i m  t h a t  o u r  s a l e s  c o v e r  a t  l e a s t  6 5 %  o f  o u r  s a l e s  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e
U n i t e d  N a t i o n s ’  D e v e l o p m e n t  G o a l s .  O u r  a r e a s  o f  f o c u s  w i t h  r e g a r d s  t o  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  i n c l u d e
i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  b i o - b a s e d  o r  r e c y c l e d  r a w  m a t e r i a l s  i n  o u r  p r o d u c t s ,  c r e a t i n g
r e c y c l a b l e  a n d  c o m p o s t a b l e  a d h e s i v e s ,  a n d  g e n e r a l l y  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  e m e r g e n c e  o f  a
m o r e  c i r c u l a r  e c o n o m y .  M i l e s t o n e s  o n  t h a t  p a t h  i n c l u d e  r e c e i v i n g  a p p r o v a l s  f o r
c o m p o s a b i l i t y  o r  r e c y c l a b i l i t y  o f  c e r t a i n  p r o d u c t s  f r o m  i n d e p e n d e n t  o r g a n i s m s  s u c h  a s  t h e
B i o d e g r a d a b l e  P r o d u c t s  I n s t i t u t e  ( B P I ) ,  R e c y c l a s s  a n d  P l a s t i c  S e n s e  F o u n d a t i o n .  T h o s e
a c h i e v e m e n t s  p a v e  t h e  w a y  a l o n g  t h e  G r o u p ’ s  a m b i t i o u s  s u s t a i n a b l e  s t r a t e g y ,  w h i c h  h a s
b e e n  r e c o g n i z e d  r e c e n t l y  b y  i t s  i n t e g r a t i o n  i n  t h e  D o w  J o n e s  S u s t a i n a b i l i t y  I n d e x .

P e o p l e :  O f  c o u r s e ,  n o n e  o f  t h i s  w o u l d  b e  p o s s i b l e  w i t h o u t  t h e  a c t i v e  i m p l i c a t i o n  o f  o u r  6 . 0 0 0
e m p l o y e e s ,  o u r  p a r t n e r s  a n d  o u r  s t a k e h o l d e r s .  C o l l a b o r a t i o n ,  t e a m  s p i r i t ,  e n g a g e m e n t  a n d
e n t r e p r e n e u r i a l  m i n d s e t  a r e  a m o n g  t h e  k e y  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  B o s t i k  t e a m s ,  w h o  a r e  t h e  k e y
t o  o u r  s u c c e s s .  A s  w e  a r e  p r e s e n t  i n  5 0  c o u n t r i e s ,  o u r  t e a m s  p r o v i d e  c u s t o m e r s  w i t h  t h e  b e s t
o f  b o t h  w o r l d s :  l o c a l ,  t a i l o r e d  s e r v i c e ,  c o m b i n e d  w i t h  t h e  s k i l l s ,  m i n d s e t  a n d  e x p e r t i s e  o f  a
g l o b a l  p l a y e r .

F E I C A  m e m b e r s h i p :  B e i n g  a  F E I C A  m e m b e r  i s  v e r y  m u c h  i n  l i n e  w i t h  o u r  c o l l a b o r a t i v e
m i n d s e t  a n d  c u l t u r e .  I t  p r o v i d e s  u s  w i t h  t h e  p e r f e c t  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c h a l l e n g e  o u r s e l v e s  b y
e n g a g i n g  w i t h  o t h e r  a d h e s i v e s  s p e c i a l i s t s ,  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  s h a p i n g  o u r  i n d u s t r y ’ s  p o s i t i o n s
a n d  t o  r a i s e  t h e  b a r  f o r  u s  a l l .

©FEICA
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E n a b l i n g  s u s t a i n a b l e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n :  S i k a  i s  a  s p e c i a l t y  c h e m i c a l s  c o m p a n y
w i t h  a  l e a d i n g  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  s y s t e m s  a n d  p r o d u c t s  f o r
b o n d i n g ,  s e a l i n g ,  d a m p i n g ,  r e i n f o r c i n g ,  a n d  p r o t e c t i n g  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  s e c t o r  a n d  m o t o r
v e h i c l e  i n d u s t r y .  T h e  c o m p a n y  h a s  s u b s i d i a r i e s  i n  1 0 0  c o u n t r i e s  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d  a n d
m a n u f a c t u r e s  i n  o v e r  3 0 0  f a c t o r i e s .  2 5 , 0 0 0  e m p l o y e e s  e n a b l e  s u s t a i n a b l e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  S i k a  p o s s e s s e s  t h e  s o l u t i o n s  t o  i m p r o v e  p r o d u c t s  a n d  p r o c e s s e s  i n  m a n y
a r e a s ,  r a n g i n g  f r o m  a d m i x t u r e s  f o r  l o w - e m i s s i o n  c o n c r e t e ,  t o  f a ç a d e  s y s t e m s  f o r  e n e r g y -
e f f i c i e n t  b u i l d i n g s ,  a n d  a d h e s i v e s  f o r  e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y - f r i e n d l y  v e h i c l e s .  

S u s t a i n a b i l i t y :  S u s t a i n a b i l i t y  i s  a  k e y  c o m p o n e n t  o f  t h e  c o m p a n y ' s  i n n o v a t i o n  d r i v e .  S i k a  a i m s
t o  e n h a n c e  d u r a b i l i t y  a n d  i m p r o v e  b o t h  e n e r g y  a n d  m a t e r i a l  e f f i c i e n c y .  T h e  c o m p a n y  k e e p s
m a k i n g  e v e r y  e f f o r t  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  r e d u c i n g  r e s o u r c e  c o n s u m p t i o n  b o t h  w i t h i n  t h e
c o m p a n y  a s  w e l l  a s  f o r  i t s  p a r t n e r s  w h o  t r u s t  i n  S i k a ' s  p r o d u c t s .  

C u s t o m e r  F i r s t :  S i k a  i s  d e d i c a t e d  t o  p r o v i d e  a n d  m a i n t a i n  h i g h e s t  q u a l i t y  s t a n d a r d s  w i t h  i t s
p r o d u c t s  a n d  s e r v i c e s .  T h e  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  i n n o v a t i o n  e n a b l e s  S i k a  t o  n o t  o n l y  s a t i s f y  c u r r e n t
d e m a n d s ,  b u t  a l s o  a n t i c i p a t e  f u t u r e  e x p e c t a t i o n s .  A l l  S i k a  s o l u t i o n s  a r e  d e s i g n e d  w i t h  t h e
c u s t o m e r s ’  s u c c e s s  i n  m i n d  a n d  t o  b u i l d  l o n g  l a s t i n g  a n d  m u t u a l l y  b e n e f i c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s
r a t h e r  t h a n  f o c u s  o n  s h o r t - t e r m  b u s i n e s s .  T h i s  a t t i t u d e  i s  e m p h a s i z e d  b y  t h e  c o r p o r a t e  c l a i m :
B u i l d i n g  T r u s t .  

I n n o v a t i o n :  S i k a  t a r g e t s  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  p r o p r i e t a r y  t e c h n o l o g y  t h a t  p r o v i d e s  k e y
p e r f o r m a n c e  b e n e f i t s  a n d  a l l o w s  S i k a ’ s  t e c h n o l o g y  p l a t f o r m s  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  g l o b a l  t r e n d s ,
s u c h  a s  r e s o u r c e - s a v i n g  b u i l d i n g  m e t h o d s ,  e n e r g y - e f f i c i e n t  a n d  l o w - e m i s s i o n  c o n s t r u c t i o n
m a t e r i a l s ,  h i g h - s p e e d  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  m e t h o d s ,  o r  l i g h t e r  a n d  s a f e r  v e h i c l e s .  K e y  p r o j e c t s
f o c u s  o n  h i g h - p e r f o r m a n c e  m o l e c u l e s  w i t h  u n i q u e  f e a t u r e s ,  s m a r t  r e f i n i n g  t e c h n i q u e s  f o r
p o l y m e r s  a n d  s u r f a c e s ,  a n d  t a i l o r e d  l a b o r a t o r y  e q u i p m e n t  a l l o w i n g  q u i c k  s c a l e - u p  t o  f u l l - s i z e
p r o d u c t i o n .  

P e o p l e :  S i k a  b e l i e v e s  i n  t h e  c o m p e t e n c e  a n d  t h e  e n t r e p r e n e u r i a l  s p i r i t  o f  i t s  e m p l o y e e s .  T h e y
e n j o y  w o r k i n g  i n  c l o s e  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r  a n d  w i t h  t h e  c u s t o m e r s ,  s u p p l i e r s  a n d
s t a k e h o l d e r s .  T h e  w o r k i n g  c l i m a t e  i s  o n e  o f  a s p i r a t i o n  a n d  i n s p i r a t i o n .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e
c o m p a n y  e m p o w e r s  i t s  p e o p l e  t o  d e v e l o p  a n d  p r o p o s e  n e w  i d e a s .  

F E I C A  M e m b e r s h i p :  S i k a  e n g a g e s  i n  a  g l o b a l  n e t w o r k  o f  r e s e a r c h ,  s c i e n c e ,  e d u c a t i o n ,
b u s i n e s s ,  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  p a r t n e r s .  P a r t n e r s h i p s  i n  a l l  p a r t s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  p r o v i d e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s
f o r  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  f a c i l i t a t i o n  o f  g l o b a l  n e t w o r k i n g  a n d  d i a l o g u e .  S i k a  i s  p l e a s e d
a b o u t  t h e  F E I C A  m e m b e r s h i p  a s  t h e  c o m p a n y  c a n  a n t i c i p a t e  r e g u l a t o r y  c h a n g e s  a n d
i n t e g r a t e  t h e m  m o r e  s m o o t h l y  i n t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  p l a n n i n g .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  v a l u a b l e
i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  a d v i c e  d e r i v e s  f r o m  s h a r e d  b e s t  p r a c t i c e ,  t h e  e x c h a n g e  o f  v i e w s  a n d  t h e
n e t w o r k  a s  s u c h .  

https://www.sika.com/en/innovation/research-development.html
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FEICA -

PBS is the international event for the bioeconomy.

Kristel Ons, Secretary General at FEICA, will be the
Chairperson of the session 'Zoom on Biopolymers
and biomaterials - Biobased paints, coatings,
adhesives & sealants'. This session will take place on
22 September 2021, from 16:50 until 18:10.

F E I C A  C H A I R  A T  T H E
2 0 2 1  P L A N T  B A S E D
S U M M I T  ( P B S )

The focus of the PBS 2021 Conference is to stimulate
biobased products development through a market
driven approach. The conference programme intends
to demonstrate how a higher uptake of biobased
solutions in everyday products will benefit consumers
and meet their expectations. 

Participants to the conference typically include end-
users, producers of biobased intermediates, biomass
producers and transformers, R&D specialists, business
angels, investment funds as well as European and
national decision makers. For more information
regarding the event, please click on banner (left).
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