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Complying with the REACH Restriction

on Diisocyanates

26 May 2021

13:00 to 14:30 Brussels CET



Proceedings

Á Please be advised that this webinar will be recorded for internal use only. 

By joining, you are consenting to the recording

Á We ask participants to turn off their camera to avoid system performance 

issues. Note that you will be muted upon entry

Á During the Q&A session following the presentations, you will be able to 

use the chat box to ask questions

Á In case we donõt have sufficient time during the Q&A session to address 

your question, please feel free to send your question to info@feica.eu

Á The presentation slides will be sent to all webinar registrants

2



Speakers - Moderators
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Ms Paula Diaz

FEICA

Regulatory Affairs Manager

Dr Silvio Bassi 

COIM

FEICA PU Training Implementation TTF Vice Chair

FEICA PU Restriction and OELs TTF Member

Mr Luc Thys 

Soudal

FEICA One-Component Foam OCF TWG Chair and FEICA 

PU Restriction and OELs TTF Member

Ms Kristel Ons 

FEICA

Secretary General



Agenda

13:00 Opening/FEICA introduction

by Ms Paula Diaz, FEICA Regulatory Affairs Manager 

13:15 Labelling and information requirements

by Dr Silvio Bassi (COIM), FEICA PU Training Implementation TTF Vice Chair 
and FEICA PU Restriction and OELs TTF Member

13:30 Training requirements

by Mr Luc Thys ( Soudal ), FEICA One-Component Foam OCF TWG Chair 

and FEICA PU Restriction and OELs TTF Member

13:45 Training implementation

by Ms Kristel Ons, FEICA Secretary General

14:00 Q&A, moderated

by Ms Paula Diaz, FEICA Regulatory Affairs Manager

14:30 Close of the webinar
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Opening/FEICA introduction

Ms Paula Diaz

FEICA

Regulatory Affairs Manager
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FEICA - Association of the European Adhesive & Sealant Industry
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15 National Associations 

representing 16 countries 

+800 members 

24 Direct Company Members  19 Affiliate Company Members  



© FEICA

What are diisocyanates ?

Å Basic components of 

polyurethane (PU)

Å Used in the manufacture of 

many different products 

including adhesives and 
sealants

Å No commercially viable 

alternative to many 

diisocyanates
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Are diisocyanates safe?

Å Depending on the Diisocyanates , they are known as: 

o Skin irritants and sensitisers

o Eye irritants 

o Respiratory sensitisers

o Some Diisocyanates are fatal if inhaled

Å The use of Diisocyanates is safe when they are handled 

according to relevant risk management and safety 

measures

Å Final products do not contain Diisocyanates and are 

therefore devoid of hazard and risk

(c) ISOPA / ALIPA26.05.2021 1010



The REACH Regulation

The REACH Regulation aims to:

Å improve the protection of human 

health and the environment 

Å while enhancing the innovation 

and competitiveness of the EU 

chemicals industry

Å through four different processes
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Registration Evaluation

Authorisation Restriction



The diisocyanates restriction

The REACH restriction on diisocyanates was published in the Official Journal of the 

European Union on 4 August 2020.

Å Addressed to industrial and professional uses

Å Targeted at avoiding the unsafe handling of diisocyanates , not at restricting 

product availability

Å Polyurethane adhesives and sealants will remain widely available.
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Labelling and information requirements

Dr Silvio Bassi 

COIM

FEICA PU Training Implementation TTF Vice Chair

and FEICA PU Restriction and OELs TTF Member



Information provision

The diisocyanates restriction establishes that suppliers, in addition to the usual 
HSE data, should provide end users with information about the training on the 
safe use of diisocyanates .
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However, detailed instructions about how suppliers must provide end users with 

such information are not provided in the restriction text.

Several actions have been carried out by FEICA to allow members to provide 

their customers with the required information.



Raising awareness and answering questions

Dedicated FEICA website for the general 

public: https://www.feica.eu/our -

priorities/safe -use-diisocyanates

Leaflet providing general information 
translated into eight EU languages: ôA safe 

future for polyurethane products õ

Leaflet for end users: ' Diisocyanates restriction 

compliance for end users of adhesives and 

sealants '
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https://www.feica.eu/our-priorities/safe-use-diisocyanates
https://www.feica.eu/information-center/all-information-centre/preview/1214/safe-future-polyurethane-pu-products?id=0f917a83-a46f-4945-9980-4ac21b3f35ba&filename=FMI-EX-JO8-021_Safe+future+for+polyurethane+2020+EN+Final.pdf
https://www.feica.eu/information-center/feica-papers/preview/611/diisocyanates-restriction-compliance-end-users-adhesives-and-sealants?id=b59e546c-23d2-4ce4-a116-8f106f529d3e&filename=Diisoyanates+restriction+compliance+FINAL.pdf


PU info website

Á A FEICA information webpage has 

been created and is frequently 

updated

Á Providing our customers, the end 
users of adhesives and sealants, with 

information about the training 

development

Á Once training materials are available, 

a link to the training platform will be 

added to the webpage

17



PU info website

Different paths to add to the labels 

or share with end users are 

presented there:

https://www.feica.eu/PUinfo

www.feica.eu/PUinfo

feica.eu/ Puinfo
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https://www.feica.eu/PUinfo
http://www.feica.eu/PUinfo


Mandatory Labelling

As of 24 February 2022, diisocyanates containing products intended to be 

used in industrial or professional settings, with a total monomeric 

diisocyanate concentration greater than 0.1 % shall include the following 

phrase on their packaging: 

'As of 24 August 2023, adequate training is required before industrial or 

professional use of this productõ. 
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By the way, in the legal text it is clearly said that 

this sentence should be visibly distinct from the rest 

of the label information.



Additional labelling instructions

The legal text does not provide further information on the labelling 

requirements, such as:

ï size or location

ï language requirements

ï inner/outer packaging rules

ï small containers

ï etc.
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FEICA proposal for members

Á Labelling changes need to be implemented in 
advance; we have a little of time because the 
legal obligation will start in February 2022.

Á FEICA strongly urges its membership to start 
adapting labels immediately to comply with the 
mentioned requirement

Á A suggested labelling text for FEICA members is:

As of 24 August 2023 adequate training is 
required before industrial or professional use. 
Further information at www.feica.eu/PUinfo
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http://www.feica.eu/PUinfo


Agenda

13:00 Opening/FEICA introduction

by Ms Paula Diaz, FEICA Regulatory Affairs Manager 

13:15 Labelling and information requirements

by Dr Silvio Bassi (COIM), FEICA PU Training Implementation TTF Vice Chair 
and FEICA PU Restriction and OELs TTF Member

13:30 Training requirements

by Mr Luc Thys ( Soudal ), FEICA One-Component Foam OCF TWG Chair 

and FEICA PU Restriction and OELs TTF Member

13:45 Training implementation

by Ms Kristel Ons, FEICA Secretary General

14:00 Q&A, moderated

by Ms Paula Diaz, FEICA Regulatory Affairs Manager

14:30 Close of the webinar

22



23

Training requirements

Mr Luc Thys 

Soudal

FEICA One-Component Foam OCF TWG Chair 

and FEICA PU Restriction and OELs TTF Member



Training Requirements - Timing

Á After 24 August 2023, an employer or self -employed person has to ensure that:

ï Industrial or professional user(s) OR supervisors of these tasks,

ï Have successfully completed training on the safe use of diisocyanates

prior to the use of the substance(s) or mixture(s) 

ï containing a concentration of diisocyanates > 0.1% by weight

Á Products will mention this on the label at least 18 months prior to 24 April 2023

to allow companies time to organize appropriate training

Á Member States may implement or continue to apply their own national 

requirements for the use of diisocyanates as long as the minimum requirements of 

the restriction are met
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Training Requirements - Implementation

Á The Training shall include instructions to control:

ï Dermal and Inhalation exposure at the workplace 

Á The Training is to be implemented irrespective of:

ï Any national Occupational Exposure Limit (òOELó) value or

ï Other appropriate risk management measures at the national level

Á Three Levels of Training are to be implemented

ï A. General Training

ï B.  Intermediate - level Training

ï C. Advanced - level Training

Á Each Training Level will include documented proof 

for the trainee when completed successfully
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